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Response to Office Action Dated October 12. 2000 

In response to the Office Action dated October 12, 2000, please amend the application as 



follows. 



In the Claims: 




Cancel claims 2, 8, and 21-26' 



Amend claims 1 and 20 as follows: 



. , ^ ( 1 ) (Amended) A method of screening a population of nucleic acids for a novel sequence, 
^ x the method comprising: 



providing a population of cDNA rmolecules derived from a population of RNA 
molecules; 

partitioning said population into oneW more subpopulations of nucleic acids, wherein 
said partitioning comprises digesting the cDl4A molecules with one or more restriction enzymes; 




